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      Coming to camps Esther and Nehemiah 

is a valuable and fun experience.  
You learn a lot of things that are  

extremely useful in the struggle 
to end abortion and euthanasia.  
You also have an absolutely 
fantastic time and make some 
of the coolest friends you’ll ever 
have.  Camps are positively  
inspiring.  We play fun pro-life 

games, have a human scaven-
ger hunt, there’s a pool, and loads 

of interesting people to hang out 
with.  Camps are a completely enjoyable 

	  way to find out facts that you otherwise 
would never have known.  They enable you to become an active part of 
the fight against death in America and to educate others.  You are sure 
to have a great time and laugh a lot while you’re at it.  Come to camp!   

					      -- Rachel Schumacher, 14For more information or to receive a registration packet email us at jlittle@wrtl.org

North Camp – June 15-20, Osceola, Wis.  
South Camp – July 20-25, Walworth, Wis.

CAMP

CAMP
Nehemiah

Esther

Teens Testify at Senate Hearings  
Help Save Statute 940.04

Every single one of them could have been 
lost to abortion. That reality struck me as I watched 
one amazing, articulate, beautiful girl after amazing, 
beautiful, articulate girl take the chair to  
address a state senate committee.  The bill, SB 398, 
was an attempt to repeal Wisconsin’s protective  
right-to-life statute 940.04 which will immediately 

shelter unborn children from abortion upon the  
reversal of Roe v. Wade.
      In front of a hostile committee chair, one by one 
the girls testified that abortion has decimated their 
generation. Many had personal stories about how 
they escaped the abortion holocaust. Every single one 
of them made their parents and the entire right-to-life 
movement proud.
      Seventeen-year-old Alyssa Allbaugh, of Richland 
Center, shared the story of her mother’s high-risk preg-
nancy with a child who, doctors said, would either die 
or have serious physical disabilities. Thankfully, her 
mother had the courage to carry that child, Alyssa, to 
term. 
      “First of all,” Alyssa challenged the committee, 
“we need to stop putting so much focus on choice so 
that we can put more focus on chance. I was given 
that chance of life, but 48 million people weren’t. 
Think of how many Nobel Prize winners, doctors, 
teachers, and senators were killed among those 
people.”                                        Continued on Page 2



      Angel Petite, 18, of South Range, shared the story 
of her own premature birth.  
      “At 27 weeks I had a heartbeat, brain waves, was 
able to sense and respond to pain and every system 
that is found in a fully developed adult was present in 
me. Even though I was so developed, I still could have 
been aborted and my life would have ended. I would 
not have been able to meet 
my family, to attend school, 
to grow up, to participate 
in my government, or to 
sit before this committee 
today.” 
      Tatiana Elowson, of 
Superior, was adopted as a 
baby from Honduras. She 
shared the story of her birth 
mother’s courage in choos-
ing life.  
      “If a 16-year-old-girl in a 
third world country realizes that the greatest gift given 
is life, then what is our excuse here in America?” she 
said. “Freedom is about America’s ability to give the 
life of equal opportunity to everyone, not the ability to 
pick and choose which life deserves that opportunity. 
Yes, there is such thing as an unwanted pregnancy, but 
I am proof that there is no such thing as an unwanted 
baby.” 
      Mariah Smet, 15, of Fond du Lac, spoke of family 
members lost to abortion and the broken mothers left 
behind. 
      “People they love pressured them and doctors 
who are supposed to heal took life.... After an abor-
tion there is nothing except death. After a pregnancy, 
regardless of how hard it might be, there’s a new life--a 
baby.” 
      Sixteen-year-old Priscilla Breininger closed out the 
teens’ testimony by speaking about her family’s experi-
ence with adoption. 
      “There are more people waiting to adopt than 
there are children to adopt. So in reality, no child is 
ever truly unwanted. I can personally testify to the 
advantages of adoption because my family has already 

adopted three children over the past six years and we 
are in the process of adopting three-year-old triplets. 
One of the triplets was born with several handicaps. 
He has only one functioning eye, he had a bilateral 
cleft palate, and he suffered from hydrocephaly. 
      “Today he enjoys playing with his toys and his 
brothers and sisters and his favorite movie to watch 

is Dora the Explorer. Some would 
have advised his biological mother 
to abort him because of his  
handicaps, because he would have 
been an ‘unwanted burden.’ I am 
so very thankful that his mother 
decided to carry him to full term 
because he, along with the rest of 
my siblings, are truly the greatest 
blessing my family could ever have 
received.” 
      Being involved with Teens for 
Life might seem like a little thing 

you do in your school or home town.  In reality, it is 
an opportunity to be a voice for millions who have no 
voice of their own.  You never know where you might 
end up if you get involved… and you never know how 
many lives you can help save. 
      Since the SB 398 hearings a number of interesting 
things have happened: 
      Our teens were profiled in the National Right to 
Life News, pro-life newspaper of record. 
      Mariah’s testimony so moved well-known col-
umnist Nat Hentoff that he quoted her in one of his 
articles. 
      And, oh yeah - all of the girls’ testimony had a 
great impact on the committee and the bill.  The single 
swing vote on the committee sided with us and the bill 
died without reaching the Senate floor.  A huge victory 
for all of us, yes, but an even bigger victory for unborn 
children and their moms in Wisconsin. 
      Don’t ever believe that you’re too young, too 
shy, or too insignificant to make a difference for life.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  
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Right-to-Life Role Model

Congratulations to the governor of Alaska, 

Sarah Palin, and her husband Todd on the 

birth of their fifth child.  What makes this 

news is that the Palins found out during the 

fourth month of the governor’s pregnancy 

that their little boy had Down syndrome.	

Current statistics show that an overwhelming 

majority – 90% -- of people who find out a child 

is carrying the extra chromosome that causes 

Down syndrome choose to abort their child. 

Not so for Governor Palin.  According to the 

Associated Press, once her husband got the news, 

he told her, “We shouldn’t be asking, ‘Why us?’ 

We should be saying, ‘Well, why not us?’”	

There was never any doubt the Palins 

would have the child, and on April 18 

she gave birth to Trig Paxson Van Palin.	

“We’ve both been very vocal about being pro-

life,” Palin said. “We understand that every 

innocent life has wonderful potential.”	

What an incredible role model Gov. Palin is for 

young women everywhere.  She is an outspoken-

ly right-to-life Republican woman governor who is 

living out her convictions and defending life.	

Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, center, with her family.

Euthanasia:  
It’s Not Just an “End of Life” Issue!

      When someone says “euthanasia” you probably think 
“old, sick people who are dying anyway,” right?   
Or maybe you even think, “Youth in Asia?  What do little 
kids in Japan have to do with right-to-life stuff?” 
      The truth is euthanasia, the 
killing of elderly, sick and disabled 
people, is something that can  
affect you at any age.   And it’s  
always something that is wrong. 
      Case in point: Haleigh Poutre.  
Haleigh was 11-years-old when she 
was savagely beaten by her stepfather 
and left near death and with a severe 
brain injury.  Doctors decided that there was no hope for 
Haleigh to ever recover.  A judge was ready to sentence 
Haleigh to death by dehydration and starvation, when a 
funny thing happened.  Haleigh started to get better.  Her 
court appointed guardian took the time to visit Haleigh 
and realized that she was making progress and the death 
sentence was lifted.  Haleigh received rehabilitation and 
therapy at Franciscan Children’s Hospital in Massachu-
setts. 
      Fast forward several years to the present.  This little 
girl, now a teenager, has not only made a significant 
recovery (far beyond anything doctors dreamed possible) 
but was recently able to testify in court against her abuser, 
helping police to make a case against him.

      From the FOX News story:
Communicating with simple words and hand  
gestures and by spelling out full sentences by  
pointing to alphabet letters on a board Haleigh  
in December described to police the intense  
physical abuse she allegedly suffered at the hands  
of her adoptive mother and stepfather, Holli and 
Jason Strickland, The Boston Globe reported on 
Tuesday.

      Let that be a lesson to you that doctors do not always 
know best – especially if they are advocating for death 
in a case where a person supposedly has “no hope of 
recovery.”  Haleigh is just one of many patients who have 
proved the death culture wrong.

Haleigh Poutre
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National Teens for Life Convention!  July 3-5, 
2008 in Washington, D.C.  Fun with other right-to-life 
teens, great educational sessions and a Teens for Life 

field trip to the Capitol lawn for the 4th of July fireworks!  For 
more information or to register, log onto www.nrlc.org. 

Interested in starting a Teens for Life group of 
your own?  Invest in the Wisconsin Teens for Life Hand-
book to help you get started and to give you ideas to 

keep your group going strong.  Send $15 to Wisconsin Teens 
for Life, 9356 E. Ash Ave., Solon Springs, WI 54873.

We are updating our mailing list. If we have a wrong mailing or email address for you, please send us a letter 
or an email with your correct mailing and email address. If you email us with a change-of-address or if you wish to be 
removed from our mailing list, please be sure to include your full mailing address. Some of you have the same names but 

live in different cities.  Send email to csouhrada@wrtl.org or write, Teens for Life Address Correction, c/o Cathy Souhrada,  
Wisconsin Right to Life, 10625 W. North Ave., Suite LL, Milwaukee, WI 53226-2331. 
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“The moral test of a government is how that government 
treats those who are in the dawn of life—the children; the 
twilight of life—the elderly; and the shadows of life—the 
sick, the needy, and the handicapped.”  
							       -- Hubert Humphrey


